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-TOPICS OF INTEREST. 
(Continued from Page 745.) 
Editor—“ TI think that it must be admit- 

ted, even by those who deny the inspiration 

of Brooke, that, if he were to be measured 
as an actor, by his extensive brilliancy, 
there is no tragedian alive his superior.” 

Critic—* I am'not so sure of that. His 
elocution is sonorous; but, as a declaimer, 
I would vote in preference to old John 
Vandenhoff. But to declaim is not to act. 
Even good and correct reading will do little 
for a performer. Mr. Otway was a very 
good reader; but as for his acting it was 
‘leather and prunello.’” 

Actress—* Reading, however, is now 
scarcely enough attended to. Who is there | 
able to execute well ?” 

Critic—“ Reading is not execution.” 

Poet—“ lt is apparent to me that the 
manifestation of a conception is not always | 
in proportion to the depth and strength of | 
its existence. Conception is the soul, and 
execution is the body of acting. Mr. Ma- 
cready conceived better than any tragedian 
I remember, (not being quite old enough to 
have seen Kean); and I am disposed to be- 
lieve that George Bennett, with all his 
faults, comes but a little distance from those 


Editor—* A fine voice is, undisputably, 
of great consequence; and yet, Edmund 
Kean, with his organ cracked and often 
discordant, now and then breathed music to 
the soul.” 

Critic—“ Well, he was an actor. The 
pathetic farewell of Othello haunts me now. 
Mr. Brooke sometimes delivers it well, 
‘with due discretion and emphasis ;’ but 
where are the fine shades, the exquisite 
modulations, the heart-subduing tones of 
old Kean? I remember, when I was a lad, 
seeing him in the part of Zanga. I was 
next to my poor friend W , the poet, in 
the pit; and a gentleman was so startled 
by the look of fierce hate with which Zanga 
regarded Alonzo when triumphing over his 
prostrate form, that he exclaimed to W 
‘By G—! he looks like the devil.’” 

Actress—“ A profane compliment, Mr. 
Critic; yet, it was one.” 

Poet— Every genuine expression of 
feeling must be accepted as a manifestation 
of poetic power. It is strange, with what 
poor materials a great genius can produce 
effects.” 

Editor—* Miss Cushman, for instance, 
in Meg Merrilies.” 

Poet—* In truth, that is’ a most marvel- 
lous performance. The mind-terror, the 














eminent artists in this respect. But alas! 
The public judges without discrimination, 
and a noisy ranter, for a time, may take the 
place of better men.” 

Actress—“ For a time only. I remem- 
ber Edwin Forrest produced great melo- 
dramatic effects when he first came to 
London. Apart from these he was ‘not 
superior to Saville or Lyon.” 


wild impulse, the agony ; the love by which 
Meg Merrilies is raised to the importance 
and dignity, of which, in the abortive stage- 
version the character seems scarcely suscep- 
tible, evince that Miss Cushman has a cre- 
ative mind. But, for all that, she is not 


great in the greatest characters.” 

{The Editor of the Theatrical Journal wishes it to be dis- 
tinctly espa that these are only his imputed senti- 
ments. 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES. | 


ROYAL ITALIAN OPERA. 
Ow Saturday last this house was opened for 
the season. The opera was that of Guglielmo 
Tell, which was represented to a crowded 
and fashionable audience. Adhering to the 
principle of giving the utmost completeness, 
in every respect, to the works produced 
upon this stage, the directors have revived 
this opera in a manner that leaves criticism 
no ground on which exception might be 
taken to it. In the cast of the present sea- 
son some parts of importance have obtained 
new representatives. Madlle. Marai, the 
new soprano, who replaces Madlle. Castel- 
Jan in the character of Mathild; Madlle. 
Nantier Didiee, the contralto, plays Madlle. 
Belini’s character of Jemmy ; and M. Zelger 
takes Herr. Formes’s place in the role of 
Walter. The minor characters of Melch- 
thal, Leutoldo, Gessler, the Pescatore, and 
Rodolfo were entrusted to Signors Polonini, 
Fortini, Tagliafico, Luchesi, and Soldi. 
The leading parts of Arnoldo and William 
Tell being sustained, as on former occasions, 
by Signor Tamberlik and Signor Ronconi. 
No performer on the Italian or any other 
stage can so powerfully rivet the attention 
and interest the sympathies of his auditors 
as Signor Ronconi, who enters with such 
thorough artistic feeling into the spirit of 
the character he has to pourtray that we 
speedily lose the consciousness of every de- 
tracting circumstance, and see only the 
consummate artist before us. His acting, 
throughout the opera, was of the most 
finished description, and produced a deep 
impression upon the audience. Equal 
praise may justly be awarded to Signor 
Tamberlik, whose impassioned and earnest 
style and fine voice frequently elicited the 
rapturous plaudits of the audience. Madlle. 
Marai, the new soprano, has the advantage 
of a graceful figure and prepossessing fea- 
tures, with a voice more remarkable for 
sweetness and flueney than power. The 
orchestra, under the direction of Mr. Costa, 
who obtained a most flattering reception on 
taking his place at the conductor’s desk, 
was perfect in every respect; we wish we 
could say as much for the chorus, which 
appeared to be, occasionally flat, though 
no fault could be found with its precision. 
At the conclusion of the opera the National 
Anthem was sung, Madlle. Marai taking 
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the first and third verses, and Madlle. Nan- 
tier Didiee the second verse. 


DRURY LANE. 
Tue opera of Leonie, which nightly increases 
in popularity, and the wondrous perform- 
ances of the Chinese magicians, will be 
given every evening until the closing of the 
theatre in Passion week, when an entirely 
new performance will take place, which, no 
doubt, will be appreciated by the play-going 
public. 
ADELPHI. 
Mr. R. Broven is the author of a very 
laughable farce which has been produced at 
this theatre. The author has shown with 
much humour the mistakes and confusion 
that might arise if all men were to disguise 
themselves in these hirsute adornments of 
the face. We see how an unoffending 
waiter is attacked by an impetuous Irish- 
man, who mistakes him for Captain Alta- 
mont Kidd, who has run off with Eliza 
Swasser, his cousin, the only point of re- 
semblance between the captain and the 
waiter being that both wear moustachios. 
O’Pake, the Irishman, next takes a mous- 
tachioed lawyer’s clerk for the waiter, to the 
inexpressible disgust of the clerk. Another 
ludicrous situation arises out of another inis- 
understanding between two young ladies, 
the sweethearts of Captain Kidd and Anthony 
Joskins, in which both believe themselves 
in love with the same individual, owing to 
the description that each gives of her lover, 
having reference chiefly to his moustache. 
The mistake is, however, cleared up event- 
ually, and although Louisa Fitz Johnson has 
the mortification of hearing that her lover’s 
moustachious are false, she consents to 
bestow on him her hand, while Eliza Swas- 
ser makes Captain Kidd happy. <A parody 
on the epilogue to 4s You Like It, spoken 
by Mrs. Keeley, brought down the curtain 
with general applause. 
STRAND. 

Tue Beggar’s Opera, in which Miss Isaacs 
plays Captain Macheath, is very well acted, 
and the music done ample justice to. The 
musical interlude of Blue Jackets of Old 
England comes apropos to the popularity of 
the naval service at the present time ; and 
with ten pretty girls, in sailor’s costume, 
commanded by Miss Georgia Hodson, the 
excited loyalty of the audience demonstrates 
jtself every evening in enthusiastic cheers 
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and vociferous applause. Mr. Hodson is 
an immense favourite her in Irish charac- 
ters. Various novelties are in preparation, 


GRECIAN SALOON. 


SHERIDAN Knowse’s Virginius has formed 
a portion of the entertainments at this house 
during the week, and has been very well 
acted ; likewise the drama known by the 
name of the Musqueteers. The new ballet 
ealled The Naids of the Stream has been 
admirably put upon the stage, and the 
dancing is of quite a superior order. During 
Passion week the theatre is to undergo an 
entire re-decoration and embellishment. 
A grand bal masque is announced to take 
place on Monday the 10th inst. (to-morrow 
week). It is to be ona most extensive 
scale, and in close imitation of the famous 
carnivals at Venice. The entire of the ex- 
tensive grounds will be thrown open on the 
occasion, and brilliantly illuminated. 


CASINO DE VENISE. 


Tue grand bal maque of the season, for the 
benefit of Mr. W. M. Packer, conductor of 
the music, took place on Thursday last. 
The saloon, as usual, was crowded in every 
part with the elite in town. The characters 
were numerous, and many afforded great 
amusement, The selection of music was, 
for the most part, new, and many pieces 
received encores—a compliment which Mr. 
Packer is highly deserving of—for he cer- 
tainly stands foremost as a composer of 
modern dancing-music. The saloon was 
beautifully decorated upon the occasion ; 
the refreshments were of the very best 
quality; and although the company were 
so numerous not the least confusion oc- 
curred, which reflects great credit upon 
Mr. Hedgeman, the proprietor. We un- 
derstand that these favourite rooms will 
continue open during the summer of this 
year; the arrangements being to open the 
doors at half-past eight o’clock ; the band 
to commence playing at nine and continue 
until twelve, without leaving the orchestra, 
thus affording the company three hours of 
uninterrupted dancing. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


NOTICE.—We particularly request that all communica- 
tions to the Editor may be forwarded to 19, Cumming 
Street, Pentonville, not later than. Monday evening. 


N. J. L.—A little red ocre mixed with sweet oil will pro- 
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W. Mortimer is thanked, but as we have inserted so 
many letters on the same subject we must decline any 
more. 

X. Y. Z.—Mr. Harding, R. Carter, Percy, Gove, and Lacy 
are the best. 

B. W. W.—We are not aware of the article on the French 
Theatre. 

Timon.—Mi. H. Betty. we believe, has several engage” 
ments for the provinces, or he would have joined the new 
dompany at Sadler’s Wells. 

Gustavus.—tThe letter shall appear the first opportunity. 


W. Tuomas.—The Dramatic Register, published by Lacy, 
is one shilling. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5th, 1854. 


THE SADLER’S WELLS SEASON 
REVIEWED. 
With a Passsing Glance at the Power of the Critics. 


By some strange accident the Wells always 
falls off into very bad business soon after the 
run of the pantomime. Now, when we 
take into consideration the universal favour- 
able support given to this establishment by 
the “* Press,” and the extravagant laudations 
it is blessed with from two or three journals, 
who, perhaps, like one we could name, have 
a peculiar interest therein, this depressive 
state of things is the more remarkable, un- 
less it goes towards carrying out the now 
pretty generally received idea that the public 
look upon the remarks of a newspaper as 
but the opinion of one man, and that one 
man, very possible, actuated by proposition, 
or what is equally bad, being as incapable 
as themselves of forming a judgment power- 
ful enough to influence others. 

While other establishments have been 
extremely well attended some of Mr, 
Phelps’s recent performances have scarcely 
brought sufficient to the doors, and we 
would urge this and a continuance of bad 
houses for a considerable time upon the 
management as a reason, in a future season, 
for having something as a reserve for this 
period of the year, either in the shape of 
some additions to the company, or some 





duce the colour-you reuqire. 


powerfully attractive afterpiece. Suppose 
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aii eit and 1 Phelps were to try 
something from the French; certainly, they 
would bring down a hornet’s nest upon them 
from some critics; but they are mostly only 
disappointed authors engaged upon a paper, 
and so as the public are amused and fill the 
house the rancour and venom of a dozen 
journalists would not matter a tittle. 

Some improvements in the company next 
season we would strongly recommend ; the 
visitors of the “‘ Wells” have been used to 
tolerably good second-rate performers, but 
the last two seasons, and the one just closed 
in particular, we shrink from comparing 
with the earlier years of the Phelps manage- 
ment, added to this, is the fact that nearly 
all the stock plays have been used up, and 
there is a difficulty in finding anything very 
attractive among them. Living authors 
will rejoice at this, and think they will now 
get a considerable sum for five long acts, 
which the public will never patronize ; but 
we give Phelps credit for greater foresight 
than to do this, they have profitted by the 
many failures, and the recent very expensive 
lag-lolly that was tacked on to the tail of 
Miss Cushman’s engagement, in the shape 
of the Duchess Eleanour, the rejection of 
which made Mr. Smith an enemy, and lost 
G. V. Brooke an admirer in the gentleman 
who does the dramatic to a journal of high 
standing. Such is the spirit of London 
criticism. But to our point. 

Some good actor is much wanted to sup- 
ply the place of George Bennett, ditto a 
talented juvenile equal to or better than 
Frederick Robinson, which there would not 
be much difficulty in getting. Such men 
as Rousby, &c., are but amateurs. Then 
there is a low comedian wanted; Fenton is 
the best they have in the company at 
present. Why there are many men at the 
private theatres infinitely superior to Lewis 
Ball—Mowbray, Alexander, :dward Davies, 
Vivian. And while people can see some- 
thing more to laugh at in those who pay to 
play, it is not likely they will put their 
hands in their pockets. 

The comedy of London Assurance is one 
that should never be attempted in rage 
with such a company as Sadler’s Wells ; 
fact, it is always bad policy for any manager 
to let the public see his weakest points. 
This, we are sorry to say, has been done 
several times this season at Sadler’s Wells, 
and the result has been ennui. 
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In iallaslinn. we cannot help expressing 
our extreme regret that a dramatic temple 
with so good a name as Sadler’s Wells 
should have terminated a season so 
utterly devoid of attraction ; but let us hope 
that in the autumn they will commence 
with renewed vigour, and that we may see 
the manager in the kind of character 
we have so long admired, and not attempting 
such parts as the Duke Aranza, or Rottom ; 
whatever difference of opinion may exist 
on his low comedy, the former character is 
one he should certainly avoid if he wishes 
to prevent comparisons that must be un- 
pleasant and sure to lessen his position as 
an acter. 


AMATEUR R THEATRIC CALS. 











CABINET THEATRE. 
One of the most favourite pieces among our 
metropolitan amateurs is Bulwer’s play of 
the Lady of Lyons, Whether it is chosen 
from pecuniary advantages, or that the sen- 
timents of Claude and Pauline are in ac- 
cordance with the youthful feelings of the 
aspirants, or that it is a play adapted to the 
limited resourses of a small establisment 
are questions which we cannot arbitrate ; 
but there is, evidently, an inducement some- 
where that causes it to be produced thrice 
as often as any other of our standard plays. 
On Wednesday the Lady of Lyons and the 
Rover’s Bride were produced. Mr. Wood 
appeared as the hero ofthe play. This gen- 
tleman has, on some former occasion, won 
our commendation for an amount of care 
which he has displayed in characters of 
minor importance. We shall not give an 
analytical criticism of his delineation of 
Claude Melnotte, forthe attempt was beyond 
his powers, appreciation, and experience ; 
nevertheless, the good and necessary quality 
to which we have alluded was at all times 
observable. Mr. Raymond Carter was 
gentlemanly and easy as Beausant. Mr. 
W. Lionel Harding has not sufficient weight 
for the embodiment of such a character as 
Damas. Mr. Sherwin, inasmuch as rested 
upon his own powers, was all that could be 
n | desired; but was dressed more like the 
“ swell” of a Christmas pantomime than the 
young French gentleman Glavis. Mr. W. 
Lacy gave importance to the small part of 
M. Deschapelles. Mr. C. Howe displayed 





tact as the injured citizen Gaspard, and Mr. 
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J. B. Dale made much of what of itself is | the corner, on Saturday, April Ist. The 
little, ‘the host of the Golden Lion.” | blue countenances in the green-room, which 
Pauline was impersonated by Miss Leonard, | by the bye, is never so green as on a Satur- 


a young lady of great personal beauty, and 
who, by the talents she evinces, promises at 
no distant period to out-shine all feminine 
aspirants to theatrical fame ; her delivery is 
somewhat marred from an affected manner 
of speaking through the nose, and not 
opening her mouth sufficiently ; the correc- 
tion of these faults will rest upon herself. 
A dramatic critic becomes embarrassed 
when an occasion occurs in which he should 
uninadvert upon ladies; therefore, in a 
spirit of gallantry due to the sex, we refrain 
from noticing the remaining female charac- 
ters. The Rover’s Bride was the conclud- 
ing piece. Mr. N. T. H. Jennings’s im- 
personation of Lawrence Glennon is worthy 
of any public theatre were this class of 
piece is represented. Mr. Henry Fred- 
ericks was an excellent representative of the 
**dare Dutch devil” Von Voorn, Mr. 
Farren gave but a poor pourtrayal of Miles 
Bellerton, Miss Leonard played Alice 
artlessly, but was erroneously dressed ; and 
Miss Thornton displayed archness and 
vivacity, as Bella Manners. We perceive, 
with pleasure, that the important office of 
stage-manager to this well conducted insti- 
tution is permanently rested in Mr. Ray- 
mond Carter, a gentleman known only for 
his ability and business-like conduct. 


ALL FOOLS’ DAY 
At a Well-known House in Wellington Street. 


Sant Charley played a practical joke upon 
his supers on Saturday, April 1st. When 
the time which should be appropriated by 
the payment of queen’s-heads arrived that 
almost useless functionary of his yeclept, the 
treasurer, exelaimed “‘ Oh! you April fools.” 
We all like to be made a little bit of a fool 
once a year, and could almost hug the young 
ragamuffin who intimates that we have 
** dropped something,” or that “our boot tie 
is down,” and then runs away, laughing 
with all his might, at the success of his 
harmless joke; but at the house above 
named to be made a fool forty weeks out of 
the fifty-two is rather too much of a good 
thing. 

No simpleton who was ever persuaded to 
inquire the price of pigeon’s milk or stirrup 
oil was ever more successfully “‘ done” than 
were the Royal company of No. 1, round 








day afternoon, plainly told (to speak in 
newspaper phraseology) the painful disaster. 
The, at all times indignant, supernumeries, 
and ballet-girls mustered in the dark re- 
cesses of the side wings discussing the star- 
vation which would probably emanate from 
‘“* Charley’s” capital joke, while the princi- 
pals consoled themselves with the know- 
ledge that they, at least, could get in debt ; 
but we should imagine that ifit were known 
among their trades-people that they were 
members of the St. Charley Company, that 
fact alone would be sufficient to preclude 
their credit for a penny ; not but the com- 
pany itself is honest enough, but he who 
pays must first be paid himself. 

Honest St. Charles(?) must have laughed 
as he sat on the downy sofa of his at Bromp- 
ton at the success of so funny a joke. 


Whe shall not be surprised to hear that 


in consequence of the success of the tragical 

farce of The First of April, it will be re- 

peated every Saturday until further notice. 
Harry STargasour. 


TALENT AND GENIUS. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—Your correspondent “C. 5S.” seems 
to want a subject to write about, and as he 
promises you another letter I beg to suggest 
for him a line in his last: “ I think Mr. 
Phelps has more genius.” Will he explain 
to your readers where they can find Mr. 
Phelps’s genius? 

Now, sir, I ama great admirer of that 
gentleman, and think he possesses a very 
great amount of talent ; and you may guess, 
how pleased I shall be if ‘‘ C. S.” can prove 
to me that to his great abilities is added 
that scarce but wonderful commodity, the 
desideratum for a great actor. 


THE TWO MONT BLANCS, 


Tue following is a specimen of the gentility 
and superiority of one of the greatest fops 
and conceited mannerists occupied as a 
showman in the metropolis :— 

Srz,—I understand that you are in the habit. 
of speaking impertinent remarks about me in 
your lectures. If this is not dropped I shall be 
under the necessity of giving you a sound thrash~ 
ing next time I see you; so after this, if any 
more remarks are made about me I shall take 











the law into my own hands, and teach you that 
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in England a gentleman may not be insulted with | assumed, for we never remember to have seen a 


impunity. 1 have always refrained from making 
any allusion to you in my addresses to the Lon- 
don gentry, and expect the same myself. After 
this notice you must take the consequences. 
I am yours, &c. 
ALBERT SMITH. 

As we have it on excellent authority— 
his own no doubt to him the best—that Mr. 
Albert Smith is a gentleman. But that he 
and the magistrate differs is tolerably cer- 
tain, or he would not have had a warrant 
granted rgainst him. Any man who makes 
himself conspicuous, and we may add, ridi- 
culous, by adopting a whining puerile style 
and an affected delivery as Mr. Albert 
Smith does must expect to be criticised, and 
to become food for laughter among thinking 
people. Moreover, Albert Smith has not 
been very particular himseif in that way ; 
satire, at. anybody’s expense, has been the 
ladder on which he has climbed into fame. 
And sooth this man who has gained a living 
by making fun of other people, wants to be 
held sacred and left untouched. For our- 
selves, the chief distinguishing qualities we 
have noticed about Mr. Albert Smith have 
been amazing quantities of natural impu- 
dence, with which he has infused certain 
scentillations of wit. and passed them off to 
his hearers as indications of great ability, 
but which would be more properly defined 
under the inimitable title of insufferable 
conceit and unmitigated humbug. 


PROVINCIALS. : 


MaccuiesrirLp.—Tuespian AMATEURS.—Last 
Monday evening we had the extreme gratification 
of witnessing the above amateurs perform that 
fine nautical drama of the Minute Gun at Sea, 
which was brought forward in a first-rate style 
of excellence, and complete in all its minutest 
details. One scene, more particularly, was a 
complete realization of the deck of a vessel at 
sea, which, on the rising of the curtain was re- 
ceived with very general and hearty applause ; 
in consequence of the enthusiasm manifested by 
the audience, the piece has had to be repeated, 
and has given unlimited satisfaction to critical 
and enlightened audiences. ‘Tom Tough, in the 
hands of Mr. Atkin, was a genuine British sailor, 
and was admirably sustained throughout. Mr. 
Young enacted Lawrence Graham with consum- 
mate ability and judgment. Mr. Hibbert was 
respectable as Miles Lansdown, had he infused 
a little more energy in the part it would have 
been a really clever impersonation, but still he 
was pleasing and correct in his reading. Jerry 
ao by Mr. Wilson, was good in some parts, 





the second and third acts were the best. Rachael 
Lansdown, as personated by Miss Lees, was a 
rich bit of acting—it was nature—real, and un- 





more truthful representation; it was full of 
feeling and pathos, and drew tears from those 
who were “unused to the melting mode;”al- 
together, the piece was fully and ably represented 
by the whole of the ‘company, who have in- 
creased their well-earned laurels by the above 
performance. Therese, The Rover's Bride, White- 
bait at Greenwich, and The Loan of a Lover have 
been artistically rendered by the above company. 
Mr. Whelan and Miss Lees, as Peter Spyk and 
Gertrude, in the last-named piece, sung and 
played in first-rate style; the conception of each 
was highly relished by the audience. Great 
praise is due to the managers for the spirited and 
liberal scale on which the pieces are produced. 


SHEFFIELD.—THEATRE Royat.—The benefits 
are coming on here. During the past week the 
principal one was on Monday night, for Mr. 
Diddear, when the Jealouse Wife and Slavery was 
presented. On Friday, for Miss C. Whynne, As 
You Like It and The Daughters of the Stars were 
selected. On both occasions the house was re- 
spectably attended. 

NorrincuamM.—Miss Poole will give a final 
repetition of her readings from Shakspeare, and 
other English poets, on Tuesday next, under 
disiinguished patronage. Mr. Myers is about 
to give a concert of chamber music in this town, 
at which Madame Weiss is announced to appear. 


Bristot.— Mr. G. V. Brooke appeared as 
Othello on Wednesday, and Macbeth on Friday, 
before crowded and delighted audiences. The 
benefit for the widows and children of our army 
in the East, on Thursday, was well and fashion- 
ably attended. 


Berrast.—Mr. Barry Sullivan repeated Ham- 
let, by desire, on Thursday last. On Friday he 
appeared as Richelieu. His success has beeti 
most unequivocal. 


Hvuitu.—The Theatre Royal opened here on 
Monday evening for six nights only, in order to 
give Miss Goddard and Mr. Caple an opportunity 
of agpeetng previous to their departure for 
America. On Friday evening they take their 
joint farewell benefit, when will be produced, 
for the first time here, the play of Feudal Times, 
and the comedy of A Bachelor of Arts. 


Lynn.—Mr. G. V. Brooke appears four nights 
here next week, previous to a tour in Scotland, 
commencing at Aberdeen in Easter week. 


LiverPoot.— Miss Anderton still continues to 
draw good houses at the Amphitheatre. She 
appears as the Countess, in Knowles’s play of 
Love, for her own benefit, on Friday next. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 





Cuance or Manacement.—It is reported 
that Mr. E. T. Smith, the present lessee of Drury 
lane Theatre, has also become the lessee of the 
Victoria, vice Miss Vincent, who retires. 

Cotuins’s Promenape Concerts.—The Col- 
lin’s Family give their popular vocal and instru- 
mental concerts at the Albion Hall, Dalston, 
every evening during the present week. 
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Ir will be seen by our advertising colums that 
the benefit night at Astley’s is fixed for Friday 
next, April 7th, for Mr. J. Roberts, the polite 
and gentlemanly box-keeper. The amusements 
on the occasion will be upon a grand scale, and 
the last but one of the season. 


Sacred Harmonic Socrrty.— Mendelsshon’s 
*‘ Lobegesan ; or, Hymn of Praise,” with Mozart’s 
“Requiem,” which was so generally admired on 
its last performance, will be repeated on Friday 
next. Madame Clara Novello, Miss Dolby, Mr. 
Simms Reeves, and Herr Formes are to be the 
principal vocalists. 

Mr. J. L. Toorz.—This popular comedian will 
be in London during the first four days of 
Passion Week, for the purpose of presenting a 
new entertainmet, entitled A Touch at the Times, 
at the Southwark, Hackney, Walworth, and 
Beaumont Institutions; after which he returns 
to his engagement at the Theatre Royal, Edin- 
burgh. 


Fancy Farr at Drury-Lanr.—The arrange- 
ments for holding a fancy fair in Drury-lane 
Theatre on the 12th and 13th inst., in aid of the 
fund for the benefit of the families of the expe- 
ditionary army, is, we are happy to hear, pro- 
ceeding most satisfactorily, under the auspices of 
the benevolent ladies who have interested them- 
selves in the praiseworthy design. 


A Tueatricat To1er.—Thomas Tompkins, 16 
a youthful member of the swell mob, was charged 
with stealing a watch, value 5/., from the person 
of a gentleman named Taylor, in Sadler’s Wells 
Theatre. The prosecutor was hemmed in by the 
prisoner and his companions as he was leaving 
the dress circle of the theatre, and his watch was 
forced from a chain and his waistcoat, no doubt, 
by the accused, who was pressing heavily by his 
side. On perceiving his loss, Mr. Taylor collared 
the prisoner, who expressed indignation and sur- 
prise,while his associates escaped with the pro- 
perty. Reynolds, the officer of the theatre, said 
the prisoner was well known to the officials of 
the House of Correction, to which gaol he was 
committed for two months. 


MapameE Tussaup’s Exutsition.—A most ex- 
cellent likeness of Lieut.-General Sir Archibald 
Maclaine, K. C. B., has just been added to the 
numerous heroes who are here represented. This 
gallant soldier is the only officer now alive who 
served with the Duke of Wellington in his ear- 
liest campaigns in India, He was engaged dur- 
ing the whole of the campaign in Spain, and 
served also in the Cape of Good Hope and West 
Indies. At Matageste, near Cadiz, he greatly 
distinguished himself by keeping at bay 8,000 of 
the enemy under Marshall Soult, for two months, 
with only about 150 men. 


Miss Katuartne Hickson.—We regret that in 
a number of our Journal of February, Miss 
Katharine Hickson should have been referred 
to in a manner disrespectful and calculated to 
annoy her, We are assured that the only con- 
certs in London at which she has ever sung have 
been held either at the Hanover Square Rooms, 
Willis’s Rooms, the New Beethoven Rooms, or 
Guildhall, and that she has never been present at 








any lower grade of entertainment. We are 
satisfied that the statement was utterly devoid of 
foundation, and that we have been greatly mis- 
lead; and in saying this, we consider we are 
performing one of those acts of justice that we 
do with pleasure. The young lady has a fine 
voice, and her musical acquirements are such as 
are highly creditable to her in the profession of 
of which she is an ornament. 


Portratts or Mr. G. V. Brooker anp Miss 
F. Carucart.—Mr. A. Wivill has been very suc- 
cessful in giving faithful likenesses of the above 
eminent performers, in the play of A New Way 
to Pay Old Debts. His subject is that in the 
second scene in the third act, in which Sir Giles 
advises his daughter to receive Lord Lovell b 
wanton arts, hissing in her pure ear his devilish 
counsel— 

‘Be thou no enemy to thyself— * * * 

Remember he’s a courtier, and a soldier, 

And not to be trifled with; and therefore, when 

He comes to woo you, see you do not coy it. 

This mincing modesiy hath spoil’d many a match 

By a first refusal, in vain after hoped for.” 
The attitude and expression of the countenance, 
in which all the cunning, fraud, and daring of 
the bold bad man are impressed, have been 
felicitously caught by the painter. Miss Fanny 
Cathcart’s is also a good likeness. There is not 
much, indeed, in the character of Margaret, or 
in the appearance of her representative on the 
stage, to afford much scope to the artist in mak- 
ing it very impressive; but there is a quiet sub- 
missive air about the girl that contrasts well 
with the harsh and inflexible features of her 
stern father, as he bends his head over her 
shouder. The picture is painted in a broad free 
style; the drawing is good, and the colouring 
clear and powerful, without being obtrusive, 


THE GODS OF OLYMPUS AT THE 
THEATRE, 
An Oricinat Porm.—Parrt II. 
By AZARIEL, 


Now the curtain arose, and the audience ceased 
As the interest fast in the playing increased) 
‘o level their glasses at Jupiter’s crew, 
Or note, with surprise, the attention they drew : 
From the various groups who the party thus 
scann’d 
Far greater was all curiosity fann’d, 
When one, who the scene along time had sur- 


veyed, 
Turn’d his head, and to those who stood round 
thus said : 
‘“‘ By Jove they are rum ’ns ; I never did see 
A party so vastly amusing to me!” 
The echoing laughter which followed this speech 
To the box where the gods sat did speedily 


reach : 
And thunder sad darkly on Jupiter’s brow, 
As rising, in anger (he scarcely knew how), 
The fancy to his mind at once seemed nnfurl’d,— 
That again he was Monarch and Lord of the 
World! 
And loud did he thunder, and fierce did he look, 
As straight at the one who had spoken he shook 
His ee which of old used to grasp the red fire 
And level those nations that encountered his ire. 
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When he thus saw his god-head so rankly abus’d 

These were the words his hurt Majesty used :— 

‘By Styx! there’s a fellow who is swearing by 
me: 

Ye Fates such proceeding shall never more be : 

My name—which times past fell such terror 
infused 

In the breasts of my votaries—thus to be used, 

Because they suppose that old Jupiter’s dead! 

May the fate of Ixion be thine, when below, 

Thou claring blasphemer for treating me so.” 

His mind by this sentence being somewhat re- 
lieved 

He turned to his party and said he was grieved 

To think that a monkey-like mortal should 

cause 

The demon of anger to rise in his breast, 

But ere he took any more notice he’d pause— 
Thus then with his party at once he address’d 
His attention with pleasure to notice the play. 
His ruffl’d temper went off as subsided th’ affray, 
Meantime of this did Hermés his quickness dis- 


P 
B getting a bill and forgetting to pay : 
was by this they saw that the plot of the piece 
Related to something that happened in Greece, 
Where a hero once travelled to mix in a row, 
Which arose thro’ a lady forgetting her vow ; 
It was after a year or two’s roving about— 
Till the cause of the quarrel was almost forgotten— 
He thought at that time he’d been long enough 
out, 

So home in a ship that was shattered and rotten 
He returned to discover that his dear little wife 
Had forgot all about him and married again : 
Sad tosay, at supper both made use of the knife, 
At once putting and end to all sorrow and pain, 

And giving a moral to those who can take it: 
If you have a choice treasure, why never forsake 
it. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 
magnificently re-decorated Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the larggst and best 
Bali Room in London, Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up inasuperior style. 153 
mmense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 
—— the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
ustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
dail of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “ LaSonnambula,” “ Lucie da 
mmermoor,” ‘ Les Huguenots,” “ Puritani,” &c. And 
a programme ‘of Danse Music, consisting of the most novel 
and choicest compositions of the day, including The 
‘‘Sultana’s,” ‘‘ Malta,” and ‘‘ Vive Paris” Quasirilles. ‘Le 
Carillonneur de Bruges,” ‘‘Violante,” and ‘ Ste!l:”’ Waltzes 
‘*Our British Queen,” ‘Floral Fete,” and ~ Rochester” 
Polkas. The‘‘Artillery” and ‘Close of tie Ball” Galops, 
&c. Doors open at Fight o’clock and close at Twelve. 
Admission 1s, 


HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUDand SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admi Is. 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 tin 10. Win- 
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HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY.— 

THOMAS PAYNE begs most respectfully to — 
his services to those Ladies and Gentlemen who, possessing 
the requisite abilities, wish to enter the profession. Ward- 
robes, Properties, \¢,. &c., supplied. Instruction given in 
Music. Singing, Dancing, Elocution, &c., &c. All letters 
requiring an answer to contain a Stamp, and be addressed 
to Mr. THomas Payneg, 25, Bow Street, Covent Garden, 


STLEY’S ROYAL AMPHITHEATRE.—Last night 
night but one of the present season. Mr. RopEerts, 
box-keeper, respectfully bexs to inform his friends and the 
public that his BENEFIT is fixed for Friday next, April 7, 
on which occasion will be presented the highly successful 
melo drama of The Woodman’s Horse, with grand Eques- 
trian effects, introducing the wonderful horse * Beauty.” 
Varied and extraordinary Scenes of the Arena, in which 
Mr. Cooke willappear. To conclude with a favourite After- 
piece. Tickets to be had at his residence, 48, York Road, 
Boxes, 48.; Pit, 2s.; Gallery. 1s. N.B.—Tickets purchased 
out of the house only available to Mr. R. 





OTICE TO AMATEURS.—WANTED two or three 
Ladies to complete a cast, to play on April 14th. 
Personal application to be made to Mr. Harris, at the 
Commercial Coffee House, City Road, near Finsbury-square, 
on Thursday next, from 8 to 10 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 
8 to 9; or by letter, pre-paid, enclosing stamp, to Mr. Chas. 
Wallace, No. 4, Gerrard Street, Islington, 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in i gar | 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profess Ap- 

plications to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton-square. 
References to bntmatl Terms Moderate. 


ADIES’ THEATRICAL WARDROBE WARE- 
HOUSE.—Established 1840. Satin, silk and velvet 
trains, ball, fancy, and private dresses, mantles, &c., new 
and second-hand, can always be obtained of Mrs. HARRI- 
SON, 6, Princess Street, Drury Lane. Satin boots, shoes, 
silk stockings, lace, feathers, ornaments, &c., kept in stock. 
Ladies in the provinces can have any commission executed 
with punctuality, and at the lowest price by sending a 
Post Office Order directed as above. Wardrobes purchased 
toany amount. Ladies sending a parcel from the country 
will receive the full value by the same days’ post. 





fy\oM MATTHEW Ss. the celebrated CLOWN, at Home 
Clown Tavern, 57, Drury Lane, (four doors from 

Drury Lane Theatre). T. M. wishes to inform his friends 
and the public jn general, that he has returned from Paris, 
where he. has made a most successful tour, and having been 
nightly received with immense applause by a fashionable 
Parisian audience. T. M. will be most happy in meeting 
his friends in his newly built Long Room, capable of hold- 
ing 100 persons, every evening, at Eight o’clock, where 
they can have the choicest Wines, Spirits, Ale, Stout, and 
Porter, and likewise hear an excellent song. 

** Hoping kind Friends will rally round, 

And Patronize their English Clown; 

Whose every wish has been most true, 

To please the million—not the few!” 


N.B. Mr. Reeves attends and provides professiona 
gentlemen with engagements. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months .......000-eeeereee One Shilling. 
Six Months .... +. Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months.......0..se0000e0 FourShillings. 


Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, for the Proprietor, 
W. Bestow, 19, Upper Cummings Street, Pentonville, 
where all communications are to be sent; and Sold by 
J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Blackfriar’s-road ; Gil- 
bert, Paternoster Rcw; Shaw and Wilson, 7, Bridges 
Street, Covent Garden; and all Booksellers and News- 
vendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett,52, Great Ancoats and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. To be had by order in anv of the Provincial 
Towns. 
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ter~11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 


manbury, in the City of London.—April 5th, 1854. 
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